For the past several years there have been intermittent and sometimes bitter statements which speciously allege, or assert, that the, "(30th Field Artillery Regiment) Association is all about. . . ." either "A" Battery of the 1st Battalion, or about the 1st Battalion only. What is the true story behind these allegations or assertions, and what might be done to achieve a harmonious and congenial organization?

In the beginning, MSG Daniel "Dan" P. Gillotti, USA (Ret.), conceived the idea of forming an "Association" of Vietnam veterans who were former members of the 1st Battalion of the 30th Field Artillery. Veterans of that organization responded rather quickly and enthusiastically, and of these veterans, those of "A" Battery were slightly preponderant and they continued be so in the early, formative period of the "Association of the 1st Battalion 30th Field Artillery." In this early period, the contributions of former members of "A" Battery were significant and numerous, but of equal importance was the obvious and admirable cohesiveness of these members and their ardent support of the organization. 

With the organization growing, Dan canvassed most of the members of the organization concerning whether the, then. "1st Battalion . . ." organization should remain as such, i.e., limited to former members of the 1st Battalion, or should it expand and be open to all former members of any battalion of the 30th Field Artillery Regiment. An overwhelming majority of the membership, to include former members of "A" Battery, favored expansion.
The reasons for favoring expansion were many but principal among these were that expansion would improve the new organization's viability; it would enlarge the brotherhood,
it would provide an opportunity to bond with people with a similar background; it would provide an invitation and an opportunity for members of the active duty Regiment to join us in commemorating the achievements and sacrifices of the Regiment; it would provide the Association an excellent opportunity to assist the active duty Regiment in increasing the esprit and welfare of the Regiment; and, finally,  it would provide everyone, members of the active duty Regiment and the Association,  an opportunity to show unapologetic pride in themselves, their buddies, their achievements and/or contributions, and for having repeatedly overcome extreme difficulties. 

Today, as it was in the earliest days of the organization, "A" Battery is prominent not only for celebrating those things just mentioned but also for the unusually strong bonding among themselves, with which they have been blessed. Other members of the 1st Battalion celebrate the same things for the same reasons but with one addition--We started it. This latter fact is something everyone should feel good about. Everything has a beginning and in the Association's case, it all began with "A" Battery, other members of the 1st Battalion, and they are justifiably proud of this fact. Still, former members of "A" Battery or others of the 1st Battalion, in general, have no monopoly on pride, bonding, achievements, contributions, or survival. Members of other batterys in other battalions have similar, perhaps identical, sources of pride and they should exert themselves to show that pride in themselves and each other. 

From an Association standpoint, appreciation for the fact that someone created the Association should be freely given, and it should be recognized the members of "A" Battery and the other batterys of the 1st Battalion were the creators. Dan Gillotti was the man with the vision that inspired and benefits us all. It seems correct that everyone should be pleased and proud to have these good, industrious, pleasant people as part of our organization and we should share, not tolerate, their pride and enthusiasm for the efforts, achievements and goals of the 30th Field Artillery Regiment Association. 

The Association is our organization. We share together much pride and pleasure in what it has been, is, and can become, what it has achieved and will achieve. The members of the various batterys and battalions that comprise the membership of the Association have great and valid cause for pride in what they and their units have done, and for having survived their trials. Some members of the Association have provided an excellent example of how this might done, and others may wish to consider the fact that words of praise and/or complaint are fruitless without a strong and collective effort to achieve some noble goal--or goals.  We are the 30th Field Artillery Regiment Association which consists of several smaller, essential, indispensable parts. Each of these parts is worthy of and deserves our sincere appreciation! We are one body--but we must work and speak, individually and collectively, in a most productive manner to assure we stay that way.
